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Welcome

It is our pleasure to welcome you to this national
Conference of the Association of Service Drop-In
Centres. We are joined by delegates from the armed
forces, public service, and veteran community from
across the UK, and we would like to thank you all for
being here today.

ASDIC is a membership organisation that represents
and links veterans' drop-ins across the country. Our
mission is to improve the sustainability and
effectiveness of these centres, ensuring all veterans are appropriately
supported in their local communities. While our first years of operation have
brought unique challenges - chiefly the onset of a global pandemic - our
members rose to the challenge. A testament to the resilience of this
community, ASDIC has grown from strength to strength. We believe there has
been a cultural shift, where the pandemic has revealed an appetite for locally
based, homegrown support, which ASDIC is proud to champion.

Having missed visiting our members during lockdown, one of today's greatest
pleasures is meeting so many of you in person. This is a fantastic opportunity
to share our experiences and get to know one another, all in the historic setting
of the Royal Armouries Museum which | hope you will find time to enjoy.

We have a varied programme in store over the next two days, and | would like
to take this opportunity to thank our speakers who join us from the ASDIC and
Armed Forces Community, and beyond. The conference is not only a chance
to discuss our unique approach to veteran's support and welfare, but to
celebrate the success of ASDIC and its members. We're at an exciting time of
growth as a Network, and we look forward to sharing our future plans with you
and moving forward together.
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